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SPAA WELCOMES BCC REPORT ON THIRD HEATHROW RUNWAY

Association lends full support to report conclusions
The Scottish Passenger Agents’ Association has welcomed the publication today of a new study, commissioned by the British Chambers of Commerce, on the economic benefits of a third runway at London Heathrow Airport.

Entitled Economic Impacts of Hub Airports, the report was researched and compiled by a leading economics and transport consultancy on behalf of the BCC. Amongst the report findings is the assertion that a third runway would deliver an additional £30 billion of income to UK revenues, and of particular interest to the SPAA is the prediction that some 60% of such income would be generated outside London and the South East.

The report asserts that passengers would benefit directly from flights to new destinations, and the SPAA argues that, in addition to this development, the significant increase in take-off and landing slots, brought about by the introduction of a third runway, would also improve markedly the scope for increased UK regional connecting capacity. The Association has frequently voiced its concern that slots at Heathrow are at a premium and those utilised for UK domestic flights are already being diverted to European and, particularly, lucrative long-haul flights. This has potentially serious consequences for frequency of Anglo-Scottish services.
‘Connectivity,’ argues BCC director general David Frost, ‘is vital to the UK economy, as businesses seek to develop new global opportunities that will allow them to generate wealth and jobs.’ Supporting this assertion, SPAA Political Convenor Sandy MacPherson adds, ‘If we are to prevent further diversion of business traffic away from the UK to continental hub and spoke airports, we desperately need this additional runway capacity. There is no defensible reason why such a huge boost to the UK, and indeed the Scottish economy, should be cast aside.’

He comments, ’The SPAA has been very active in promoting vociferously the benefits of a third runway at Heathrow in the Lobbies of the Scottish and Westminster governments - at all levels up to and including a recent meeting with Theresa Villiers MP, Shadow Secretary of State for Transport. So, this is a most timely and useful intervention by the British Chambers of Commerce, which we wholeheartedly support as we re-double our own efforts to hammer our point home, on behalf of Scottish business, in the political arena.’
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