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SPAA'S LAUNCHPAD INTO WESTMINSTER

Association co-hosts its first ever forum with Scottish MPs
Monday 26 January was a significant milestone in the SPAA's long history when for the first time it made a foray into the world of Westminster politics.
For several years now the SPAA has been developing its profile at Holyrood and the visibility gained by the Association has led to its being consulted on a range of issues impacting or potentially affecting the business of its members. Recognising, however, that many government decisions and policies relating to travel, transport and tourism emanate from the UK parliament, the SPAA 'raised its game' by holding a working dinner for Scots MPs at Westminster.
Organised in conjunction with British Airways, the sponsoring MP for the dinner was Brian Donohoe – Chair of the House’s All Party Aviation Group, and PPS to Lord Adonis as Minister of State at the Department for Transport. The event was co-chaired by Sandy MacPherson, Immediate Past President of the SPAA, and BA's Head of Worldwide Sales, Andrew Crawley. The invited MPs came from all four major parties, and after wide-ranging discussions over dinner, there then followed a very lively question and answer session.
In his speech to the assembled guests, Sandy MacPherson recognised that in common with trade associations in many other industries, government policies impact more and more on the livelihood of member companies.

He highlighted the main purposes in holding the dinner - to introduce the SPAA and its work to MPs; to emphasise the eagerness of the Association to talk to MPs when they may need or want information on matters which affect the travel market north of the border, and to underline the Scottish dimension which applies to many travel and transport policies developed at Westminster, for, as Sandy put it 'there often is a distinctly Scottish aspect'. Sandy also pointed to the perception that, on occasion, travel, transport and tourism issues discussed at Westminster 'seem to take little account of anything north of the Watford Gap'.
Referring to the demanding economic climate currently prevailing, Sandy went on to highlight that 'time and time and time again the travel industry has proved itself resilient to a remarkable degree.’ 'As well that is does', said Sandy, 'for it is a substantial generator of employment and a major contributor to the economic well-being of Scotland.'
Concluding, he expressed confidence that by working in tandem with MPs to reach 'a better mutual understanding of Government policies and industry needs' the industry would weather the current storms and emerge in 'fine fettle' for the better times which hopefully lie ahead.
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