[image: image1.jpg]% %
% 7
e O e s

G e S L St

T

e o 7

\“\\“\\%“;\g\\\\“\\“\\“\m\“\“
N
3

Agents’ Association

—
()
(@)
c
Q
v
w
©
o
<
2
)
+
(@)
(9
v





	Monday 01 November 2010

SPAA News Release

SPAA keeps up protest over huge tax increase on flying

It's not a new subject, but the new increased Air Passenger Duty starts today, affecting millions of passengers travelling from the UK. The tax increase, announced by the previous government, is purely a money collection vehicle, with none of the cash going anywhere but the Treasury.

Despite many objections - and petitions from almost every airline and trade body in the UK and beyond - the new coalition stated it would not stop the tax but will, in years ahead, change the method by which it is charged to a ‘per-plane’ tax. The SPAA has long stated that passengers should be made aware how much of the air fare they pay goes directly to Government. As an example, the rise will see a family of four visiting relatives in Australia paying a punitive £340 in tax - and then there are the fuel surcharges and other security taxes; £340 is simply the UK Government collection. The tax, which must be near its breaking point, will also further damage incoming trade and tourism, since all travellers coming to the UK are affected.

Making matters worse for UK plc is the announcement this week by Secretary of State for Transport Philip Hammond, who re-stated the coalition Government line that none of the three London airports would be granted any additional runways. This will stifle any further growth in traffic through London, as each airport is already running at almost maximum capacity. Comments SPAA President Brian Potter, ‘The obvious benefactors will be Paris, Amsterdam and Frankfurt, each of which has more runway capacity than Heathrow.  With BA already interested in expanding Madrid as a possible hub instead of London, should we all watch as more business leaves the UK for mainland Europe?’

‘Scotland needs greater connectivity through London and we will not get it with these short- sighted policies. There has been much discussion regarding improvement to high speed rail options, but these will not affect Scotland until well after 2017, and will not make any difference to Aberdeen or the Highlands and Islands.

At this stage we can only give people the facts, and ask that they take up the case with their local MPs.’ adds the SPAA President, ‘and in turn the SPAA will continue to publicise and fight against this ‘flying tax’ which will inevitably adversely affect the number of people travelling on holiday and business, as well as acting as a deterrent to inbound tourism.’
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