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NEWS RELEASE

Friday 08 April 2011

UK TREASURY’S ‘SEPARATE TREATMENT’ OF APD + ETS RE-IGNITES LOBBYING

Tuesday’s declaration by the Economic Secretary to the Treasury, the Rt Hon Justine Greening, that the Coalition Government will treat APD (Air Passenger Duty) and the incoming EU ETS (Emissions Trading Scheme) entirely separately, confirmed the worst fears of the Fair Tax On Flying Campaign partners, and only re-inforced the Campaign’s determination to continue and intensify its lobbying efforts. 
So asserts SPAA President Brian Potter, who attended Tuesday’s Travel Matters seminar in London - facilitated by ABTA - during which guest speaker Ms Greening also spoke of the Government’s difficulties in rolling back APD tax income, which had already been built into their income and expenditure plans. He went on to say, ‘Travel has been a relatively soft and predictable target for the Treasury in recent years, but we will be re-doubling our combined efforts (SPAA, ABTA and other stakeholders) – on behalf of the travelling public – to get the message across at every opportunity. UK Plc is being seriously damaged by the assault on business and leisure travel represented by the inexorable rise in APD, and for the entire country’s sake it has to stop.’

The SPAA President continues, ‘Our air travellers are the highest taxed in Europe. There is strong evidence that overseas businesses are already avoiding the UK for meetings, conference and incentive travel, and both overseas and UK-based travellers are looking for alternatives to transiting UK airports.

- over -

- continued -

No one wins, and that includes the Treasury, whose revenue streams from APD will ultimately stagnate. It’s time for Government to view the UK travel sector as a valuable contributor to GDP, rather than a cash cow.’ 

‘The Fair Tax On Flying Campaign partners will continue to hammer home these points, at Westminster, Holyrood and in the Welsh Assembly, until the Coalition Government not only listens – as it promises to do in its current Consultation – but also acts to bring APD under control and ultimately, eliminate it.’

Concluding his comments, Mr Potter urged interested parties to respond. ‘The Government consultation document is available to all * - for information and to make a submission - and we are encouraging our Members and partner stakeholders to share ideas on how we should take the Scottish campaign forward. We note that the Consultation aims to achieve a fairer system than the one the current banding produces, but our ultimate goal must be a significant reduction in, or the removal of APD - to help the UK remain competitive and attract overseas visitors.’

ENDS

· HM Treasury Consultation – Reform of Air Passenger Duty link : 

· http//cdn.hm-treasury.gov.uk/2011budget_airpassenger.pdf
	

	


FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT

Brian Potter – SPAA President

telephone 0141 427 6500  /  bpotter@spaa.org
Kevin Thom - SPAA Vice President

telephone 01224 772828  /  kthom@spaa.org 
Janice Hogarth – SPAA Secretary

telephone 0131 531 0625  /  jhogarth@spaa.org
