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NEWS RELEASE

Friday 02 December 2011
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SPAA EXPRESSES DEEP CONCERN AT APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS OF CHANCELLOR’S APD POLICY    
SPAA President Kevin Thom has expressed the Association’s deep concern, following the Chancellor’s long-awaited Autumn Statement, in which he chose not to refer to APD Air Passenger Duty and its future. Referring to the upcoming further announcement, scheduled for 06 December, the President re-asserted the SPAA’s determination to pursue its ‘End APD – Keep Scotland Flying’ campaign, up to and beyond that date.

 

He commented, “In the Chancellor’s Statement, he claims he wants to support British business - not tax us out of business or our competitive position in the global economy. He may be ‘talking the talk’ but is he ‘walking the walk’? The contradiction confirmed by the details released since the Statement - of the imminent hike in APD - suggests not. Furthermore, it beggars belief that travellers who have already paid for their tickets are to be asked to bear this additional burden retro-actively, and that over-worked travel and airline staff are to be asked to face clients’ understandable anger when collecting it!”

“It would appear that George Osborne is sticking his thumb out and hitching a ride on the tailcoats of aviation taxation. If the Chancellor truly wishes to lead the nation out of this financial crisis then he should stop penalising those companies that need to fly to do their business and those overseas companies that want to invest and do business in the UK.” 

 

“Meanwhile, the already severe impact of APD on tourism – outbound and inbound – can only be exacerbated by such a rise. This is another apparent contradiction, beyond the effects on business - of his stated determination to minimise the pain suffered in this bleak economic time by hard-working families throughout the UK, who depend on an annual break away.”

 

The President concluded, “Irrespective of the fine tuning to APD still to be announced in December, if there is no reduction in the level or removal of APD from the regions, and these proposed increases go ahead then the Government have blatantly failed to listen to the wishes of industry, and to those of a growing number of MPs, and most importantly to those of the UK population - the very people who voted them into office.”

 

	 

   

 FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT

Kevin Thom - SPAA President

telephone 01224 772828  /  kthom@qabt.co.uk 
Sandy MacPherson - SPAA Political Convenor

telephone 01369 707969  /  sandy@macpherson99.wanadoo.co.uk
Janice Hogarth – SPAA Secretary

telephone 0131 531 0625  /  jhogarth@spaa.org

	


