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Monday 06 December 2010

SPAA SEEKS RE-THINK ON PROPOSED NEW LHR PASSENGER CHARGES

Council slams ‘yet more exploitation of beleaguered air passengers’
	Following consultation with airline colleagues – amongst them, bmi British Midland International - SPAA’s Council is seeking a further review from Heathrow Airport Limited of its plans to increase its UK domestic passenger charge by up to £7 per passenger from April 2011. This would, according to HAL, bring the charge into line with that paid by passengers departing from other EU airports. 

The SPAA, whilst favouring a possible move to a ‘per plane’, as opposed to the current ‘per passenger’ mechanism for tax and charges collection (eg APD Air Passenger Duty), is firmly opposed to the prospect of ‘yet more exploitation of beleaguered air passengers in the UK, and particularly the regions, in the form of ever-increasing taxes and charges.’ comments Association President Brian Potter. 

’Regardless of the source of any such additional charges,’ continues Brian Potter, ‘the ultimate result remains the same – further pressure on already challenged business travel budgets, and an inevitable reduction in demand for the UK domestic air services which are vital to the nation’s economic health. Many passengers travel on split-journey tickets to get the best air fare savings, and these passengers will end up paying increased airport charges twice, when they already pay double APD. Heathrow Airport seeks to be the main UK transfer hub (an objective already damaged by lack of runway space), and these additional charges will not help, but rather give passengers another reason to think of using alternatives such as Amsterdam, Frankfurt or Paris.’

‘We are looking for a re-think from our colleagues at HAL, not least on how they might spread these costs across other areas of operation. UK domestic passengers do not use the same level of immigration and customs services as international passengers, so it is deeply unfair that they should be saddled with additional costs. Coming on top of recent APD increases, this proposed new charge will cause further damage to regional businesses!’




FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT

Brian Potter - SPAA President

telephone 0141 427 6500  /  email bpotter@spaa.org

Sandy MacPherson – SPAA Political Convenor

telephone 01369 707969  /  email sandy@macpherson99.wanadoo.co.uk
