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Friday 06 August 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SPAA COUNCIL PROTESTS PROPOSED WITHDRAWAL OF DIRECT LONDON – ABERDEEN / INVERNESS RAIL LINKS

Suspension ‘makes neither commercial nor environmental sense’ ...
	SPAA’s Council is lodging the ‘strongest possible protest’ with the UK Department for Transport, concerning proposals - contained in Sir Andrew Foster’s recent report ‘Review of the Intercity Express Programme’ – for the withdrawal of direct rail links between London and Aberdeen / Inverness. The withdrawal of the current direct diesel services, in favour of connecting services via Glasgow and Edinburgh, would inevitably significantly increase overall journey times. 

The Conservative/Liberal Democrat Coalition Government’s preference for accelerated development of regional rail services, in a bid to reduce UK domestic air travel is, comments SPAA Vice President Kevin Thom, ‘entirely inconsistent with this proposal, which will seriously undermine support for rail travel amongst both leisure and business travellers in the north of Scotland, many of whom already face lengthy connecting journeys to and from Aberdeen and Inverness.’ 

’In addition,’ he asserts, ‘having to begin or complete their journey on trains which do not provide popular Intercity amenities such as Wifi access, power points and comprehensive catering, will further erode support for long-haul rail travel. They will simply take to the air!’

The SPAA has written to Secretary of State in the Department for Transport, the Rt Hon Phillip Hammond MP, stating its concerns and asking for his urgent and substantive response. ‘We are seeking the Secretary of State’s assurance,’ says Kevin Thom, ‘that there will be genuine and extensive Consultation before any such erosion of vital direct rail services takes place. We are also suggesting that, far from undermining the existing long-haul rail network in the UK, the government should be contributing to the electrification of the lines between central Scotland and the North. That would be real evidence of ‘joined-up’ thinking on the future for rail and air transport in and around the UK!’
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT

Kevin Thom - SPAA Vice President

telephone 07740 701059  /  kthom@qabt.co.uk
Sandy MacPherson – SPAA Political Convenor

Telephone 01369 707969  /  sandy@macpherson99.wanadoo.co.uk
