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RACE REPORT – BUFF®/SUEME® SXC RACES SERIES 2009

ROUND 1 – KIRROUGHTREE 29 March 2009

The much improved 2009 Buff®/SueMe® SXC Race Series kicked off at the fantastic Kirroughtree racecourse in Dumfries and Galloway to much anticipation and applause, and its new sponsors, Buff® headwear and/SueMe® clothes sponsoring the Series, and 2pure and Clif Bar® coming onboard as further major sponsors to the SXC.   All podium racers win a unique SXC Buff, with the winners receiving a red Buff® and the 2nd and 3rd places winning a blue one.

The Gods had undoubtedly smiled on the Committee and race organiser, Brakepad, with a beautiful sunny day on Sunday 29 March delivering a hard-packed dry, and very fast, course for the riders.   With a whopping 350 plus racers, the Commissaires had their work cut out at the start line but everything went smoothly, even though some riders placed their timing chips in the boot of their car!!

The Elite racers in male and female were in for some fierce competition, with serious training having been undertaken over the winter months, especially with Paul Smith (Sandy Wallace Cycles) and Lee Craigie (HIMBA) keen to step up to the mark having come close last year to winning the elites; Paul having been beaten by Andy Barlow (Dirt Bikes) on the count back, and Lee having been beaten by Ruth Fraser-Moodie (Pedal Power) by only four points!   With Ruth missing through impending delivery of her first future racing champ, the stage was set for Lee to show the value of winter training in Spain.

Female elites sped off in a cloud of dust around 11am, up the first fire track climb and into the single-track heaven Kirroughtree offers all visitors.   Lee, sporting her usual pigtails, took an early lead relying on her handling skills and super fitness levels to grind out a lead of 1 minute on Adela Carter (unattached) and 2 minutes on Leslie Ingram (Glentress Riders) after the first lap.   

Lee continued this awesome display of power and control over the next couple of laps, maintaining a steady lead over her competitors as she passed through the impressive tented village arena to much applause from large crowd.   The race continued through the fire-track climbs and narrow singletrack in the woods, with challenging climbs and rooty sections to catch out the unsuspecting racers.

The weather continued to shine on riders, crowd and, in particular, Lee who enjoyed her fourth and final lap around the fast, flowing tracks of Kirroughtree, coming home to the chequered flag 2 minutes ahead of Adela, with Leslie coming in, in third place.   Well done to Lee, who picked up the first winners ‘red Buff®’ of the season…keep up the good work.

If you thought the women’s elite race was fast, the spectators didn’t know it, but they were in for a real treat in the men’s race.   Andy Barlow (Dirt Racing) was back to defend his title, with Paul Smith (Sandy Wallace Cycles) hard on his tail to claim that famous winners red Buff®.

However, no one had factored in Paul Oldham (Hope Factory Racing) and, before they knew it, the race was off on a sunny Sunday afternoon in Galloway Forest.   The first corner saw some carnage, with the sharp bend up the hill catching out Hamish Creber (Sandy Wallace Cycles) as the riders sped off into the distance…to appear again, a mind numbing 20 minutes later in the shape of Paul Oldham, leading the pack on his own with the chasing group of Hamish Creber (SWC), Liam McGreevy (Banbridge CC) and Scott Thwaites (Crosstrax) some 40 seconds down, followed closely by Paul Smith (SWC), Andy Barlow (Dirt Racing), James Fraser-Moodie (Pedal Power), Kenta Gallacher (777 Racing/Kudu Bikes) and Ian Nimmo (Squadra Porcini).

The second lap saw little let up in the blistering pace at and near the front, with Paul Oldham building up a 1 minute plus lead over the pack, with their ‘spelling’ not being enough to track down a very impressive leader.   The race continued with Oldham showing impressive early season pace but Kenta Gallagher pulled out on lap 5 with a puncture and Hamish Creber dropped off the pace in the last 2 laps.  Scott Thwaites had an unusually slow 2nd lap (puncture?) and dropped off the middle race placings but fought back hard for an impressive fourth place, with Andy Barlow a close 5th, after picking up his pace towards the end of the race.

With Paul Oldham winning the race with an awesome display of power on the bike, all that was left was the race for 2nd and 3rd between Paul Smith and James Fraser-Moodie.   Paul worked hard to open a small gap on James, which he was able to maintain, with the SXC crowd’s usual encouragement, despite some hard racing from James.  

At the end of the day, Paul Oldham (Hope Factory Racing) came in with a stonking 6 minute lead over Paul Smith (Sandy Wallace Racing) who, in turn, had a near 2 minute lead over James Fraser-Moodie (Pedal Power).

All in all, the Buff®/SueMe® SXC Race Series had a mightily impressive opening round, which bodes well for the rest of the Series.    Well done to all the racers….thanks for supporting the SXC Series, and see you at the next race at Aberfoyle on 26 April 2009.   

Craig Coid

SXC Committee
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